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Guidelines for successful YPPT scripts

Basic characteristics
· 6000-7000 words long (including stage directions, name of character speaking etc.)

· 45-60 minutes including time for scene changes while the narrators talk

· 4-6 sets, up to about 10 scenes

· 10-14 characters overall, not including the narrators (some of these can be minor characters)

· 2-3 human narrators who continue the story in some way during scene changes. This can be done “newsreader-style” or in character. Usually the narrators don’t interact with the puppets during the scenes – talk to us if you have an idea that involves this.

Next steps
If you’ve got an idea for a script, please get in touch with us to discuss your ideas. Don’t worry if it doesn’t tick all the boxes above - we like discussing ideas with potential writers to make sure you can write what you want, but that it’s also feasible in the context of our projects. You can email scripts@yppt.org.uk, or call us on 07914 830730 for a chat about what you’re planning.

DON’T


Make it inappropriate for younger children (e.g. too scary to show a 6-year-old)


Have one scene that’s much longer than the rest


Include jumps in time or flashbacks – they’re difficult to achieve within our projects


Write a Christmas show – most of our productions take place in spring/summer


Include long monologues – try to keep at least 2-3 characters in a conversation (more is fine)


Write crowd scenes – we can fit maximum 8 puppets on stage, and the comfortable limit is about 5


Feel you have to fill every minute with words – it’s fine to leave some time for the audience to take in the scenery or watch a character do an action


Include lots of animal characters, especially as main characters, as they are too difficult for us to make well


Make it really important for a puppet to pick something up or put something down on stage – it’s possible, but very difficult. Talk to us if you’re thinking about this.





DO


Make sure your story will be engaging for 10-year-olds


Make the scenes quite short (5 mins or so), with frequent changes


Be creative with the inspiration for the story – stories set anywhere in the world are fine!


Include some repetition within the script if you want e.g. the same spell being used more than once


Add a sub-plot if you’re starting with a basic story that is too short or simple (e.g. a fairytale)


Include lots of dramatic sound effects (including background noise) 


Use coloured lighting to create atmosphere


Stick to mainly human/humanoid characters (monsters, fairies, robots etc. are fine as long as they have a basic human-like form)


Include magic and special effects – if you’re not sure if we can do something, get in touch and chat to us about how we can bring your ideas to life!









